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The overarching goal of this campaign was to: 
 

• Honor 50 years of fair housing history celebrating triumphs.  
• Commemorate Dr. King’s legacy and contributions to advancing fair housing. 
• Generate new partners and advocates to support housing equity in America. 
• Educate the next generation of advocates and supporters. 
• Develop and implement new strategies for expanding fair housing access for all. 

 
The 50th Anniversary Commemoration enabled us to engage audiences we had never 
reached and expand equitable housing opportunities for millions of people. We are proud 
of these accomplishments and humbled that we garnered over 19 partners to support 
this effort. NFHA raised over $3.7 million to advance fair housing and lending goals, 
educate the next generation of advocates and supporters, and develop and implement 
new strategies for expanding equitable housing opportunities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

FHAct50 Book 
   
The Fight for Fair Housing:  Causes, 
Consequences, and Future Implications of 
the 1968 Federal Fair Housing Act  NFHA 
spearheaded the publication of a seminal 
book titled The Fight for Fair Housing: 
Causes, Consequences, and Future 
Implications of the 1968 Federal Fair Housing 
Act. The book commemorates the Federal 
Fair Housing Act and pays tribute to Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. whose death served as 
the catalyst for passage of the Act. We 
brought together some of the nation’s 
foremost leaders in politics, civil rights, and 
academia to serve as authors and contribute 
compelling research and insights on the 
genesis, contributions, impact, and future 
implications of one of the most important 
civil rights statutes our nation has ever 
enacted. The book was published by 
Routledge and edited by Gregory Squires, 
noted Public Policy and Sociology Professor 

from The George Washington University. The book features an Afterword by Vice 
President Walter Mondale, the co-author of the Federal Fair Housing Act; a Foreword by 
noted civil rights authority, Wade Henderson; and chapters by Dr. Raphael Bostic, 
President of the Atlanta Federal Reserve; American Historian and NYU Julius Silver 
Professor, Thomas Sugrue; Frank Wu, President at Queens College; Lisa Rice, President 
and CEO of the National Fair Housing Alliance; and more. 
 
In total, 16 authors from different disciplines advanced critical history, research, and 
information about fair housing issues. Over 2,050 books have been sold to date. 
Moreover, Editor Gregory Squires donated all royalties to NFHA, to support important 
fair housing programs. 
 

Documentary 
 
Nationwide Insurance Company and NFHA were executive producers on the update and 
relaunch of Seven Days, an award-winning film documenting the seven days between the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and passage of the Federal Fair Housing Act. 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Fight-for-Fair-Housing-Causes-Consequences-and-Future-Implications/Squires/p/book/9781138682542
https://www.routledge.com/The-Fight-for-Fair-Housing-Causes-Consequences-and-Future-Implications/Squires/p/book/9781138682542
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lualCTZT2S0&feature=youtu.be&themeRefresh=1


 
 

 

The film, which shares the untold story of the passage of the Fair Housing Act, spurred 
organizations to become more effective champions for housing equity and inspired 
people to support the law. The film is filled with tragedy, suspense, and jaw-dropping 
accounts about behind-closed-doors political maneuvering and arm-twisting. It is 
narrated by Vice President Walter Mondale, co-author of the Fair Housing Act, and 
renowned civil rights leader Dorothy Height. It also features special footage of President 
Lyndon Johnson and Senator Ed Brooke, the law’s other co-author. 
 
Seven Days has received over 165,000 views on VIMEO; almost 56,000 views on YouTube; 
has been viewed by hundreds of thousands of people in other forums including film 
festivals, and conferences; and has been used in schools as an educational tool. 
 
Seven Days won the MARCOM Award and Webby Award, was nominated for the Cannes 
Film Festival in France, and has been featured at events throughout the nation including 
the famed Palm Springs American Documentary Film Festival. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The award-winning documentary “Seven Days” was presented, by invitation, at the Palm Springs American 
Documentary Film Festival. The film was also short-listed for the Cannes Film Festival. From left to right: Dana 

Derrick, Kristoff St. John, Joseph Feeney, Sun-jung Jung, Oliver Stone, Lisa Rice, and Lu Yarbrough 

 
 



 
 

 

Emerging Leaders Initiative 
 
NFHA launched a new program, Emerging Leaders Initiative, to develop, support and train 
the next generation of leaders in the fair housing movement.  The launch event, convened 
during the national FHAct50th Anniversary Conference, offered new entrants into the fair 
housing industry an opportunity to learn from more experienced professionals, network 
with people from across the country, and provide young professionals with tools for 
success in their careers. A second ELI event was held on September 18, 2018, as a 
FHAct50 Commemorative Event.  In total, over 113 participants representing 34 different 
organizations from 26 different cities and 16 different states and the District of Columbia 
participated. 
 

 

Premium Media and Education Package 
 
A Premium Media and Education Package was created in collaboration with the award-
winning cause communications firm, The CauseWay Agency. NFHA developed and 
implemented a robust media and education campaign to inform the public and key 
audiences about the importance and benefits of the Federal Fair Housing Act and Dr. 
King’s contributions to the fair housing movement.  The campaign featured 50th 
Anniversary collateral that was made available to all sponsor and partner institutions as 
well as a series of print materials that were featured in several magazines. Below are a 
few examples from the Media and Education Package. 
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Social Media Metrics 
  
NFHA’s #FHAct50 hashtag was used by 2,678 contributors in 6,204 tweets and generated 
135,064 impressions on Twitter. 
 
FHAct50 Events 
 
FHAct50 Launch 
 
In January 2018 NFHA sponsored an amazing launch event at the newly opened National 
Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC).  The event   featured 
opening remarks by the 50th Anniversary Advisory Council Co-Chairs, Gale King, EVP and 
Chief Administrative Officer of Nationwide and Natalie Abatemarco, Managing Director 
of Citibank. Citibank and Nationwide were the Principal Underwriters of the Fair Housing 
Act 50th Anniversary Commemoration. The highlight of the event was a panel discussion 
by some of the nation’s leading civil rights experts – Janet Murguia, UnidosUS; Marc 
Morial, National Urban League; Vanita Gupta, Leadership Conference on Civil and Human 
Rights; Frank Wu, University of California Hastings College of Law; Greg Squires, The 
George Washington University; and Lisa Rice, National Fair Housing Alliance. There were 
235 people in attendance at the iconic NMAAHC to learn about the importance of the Fair 
Housing Act, better understand how they and their organizations can use the law to 
expand equitable housing rights for people, and gain insights on how to plug into the 
many events happenning throughout the year to mark this important milestone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NFHA’s President and CEO, Lisa Rice, leads a conversation with Vanita Gupta, Marc Morial, Janet 
Murguia, Greg Squires, and Frank Wu. 



 
 

 

National Access to Credit Forum 
 
NFHA sponsored a first-of-its kind FHAct50 National Access to Credit Forum on April 3rd 
to explore barriers to credit access and identify short- and long-term implementable 
solutions.  The Access to Credit Forum turned out to be a dynamic and innovative event 
bringing together 135 cross-sectional representatives and leaders from the lending, real 
estate, civil rights, insurance, community development, consumer protection, regulatory, 
and government sectors. Featured guest speakers included: Pamela Patenaude, then-
HUD Deputy Assistant Secretary, and Mark Calabria, then-Chief Economist to Vice 
President Mike Pence. 
 

• Presentations, accessible here, from experts provided groundbreaking 
research and insights.  

• The Access to Credit Forum generated 28 proposed solutions, grouped into 6 
categories, for creating equitable lending opportunities for underserved 
markets. The categories were: 

o Fixing the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) 
o Regulatory and Legislative Fixes 
o Research Priorities 
o Enhancements in the Primary and Secondary Housing Finance Systems 
o Mortgage Insurance Fixes 
o Innovative Fixes and Solutions 

 
Since the Access to Credit Forum was convened, we have made great headway in 
advancing on the proposed solutions, many of which required significant legislation or 
regulatory reforms to achieve. To date, NFHA has worked with a variety of partners to 
implement 16 of the 28 proposed solutions. The effect? Millions of consumers benefited 
and will continue to benefit from increased access to credit opportunities, better 
protocols for preserving homeownership, lower costs of credit, and streamlined 
regulatory policies. 

 
16 Solutions Implemented 
 

• Revamp policies for the FHA lending program to reduce regulatory burden and 
expand access to credit.   

• Generate revenues to fund the modernization of FHA and enhance its 
technological capabilities. 

• Revamp the CFPB’s Qualified Mortgage Rule, to responsibly expand access to 
credit and curtail lending abuses. 

http://fhact50.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/ACCESS-TO-CREDIT-PRESENTATIONS.pdf
http://fhact50.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Proposed-Solutions_Access-to-Credit-Forum.pdf


 
 

 

• Conduct critical research on how rental housing payment information impacts 
loan performance. 

• Spur innovations in credit scoring and other lending systems to include the use 
of rental housing payment information. 

• Re-examine Debt-To-Income restrictions to allow more borrowers to 
responsibly access credit. 

• Institute policies to ensure that non-performing loans are disposed of in a way 
that preserves homeownership. 

• Use AI and Machine Learning to open the credit box. 
• Conduct analysis on research about Debt-to-Income ratios to understand what 

factors impact loan performance. 
• Reform the compensation system for loan servicers to increase incentives for 

preserving homeownership. 
• Identify ways to scale high-touch, new products administered by CDFIs and 

other mission-driven lenders. 
• Develop products that better serve consumers in growing demographics, 

particularly Black, Latino, Native, and Asian American borrowers. 
• Use innovative solutions and research to improve Freddie Mac’s and Fannie 

Mae’s ability to improve access to credit for underserved borrowers. 
• Educate younger people and underserved groups about responsible lending 

products and foreclosure prevention programs. 
• Develop Limited English Proficiency (LEP) services to allow non-English 

speakers to better access credit. 
• Provide tangible support to the housing counseling industry. 
 

The National Access to Credit Forum was co-hosted by NFHA and Citi.  Sponsors included 
Nationwide, JPMorgan Chase, State Farm, and the Urban Institute. 

 
FHAct50 Capitol Hill Forum 
 
NFHA organized an FHAct50 Capitol Hill Forum on April 11th in collaboration with the 
office of Senator Tim Kaine. Senator Kaine provided a keynote address and over 50 Hill 
staffers attended the event. We were pleased to highlight the struggles faced by people 
with disabilities and women when accessing financial services as well as the unfinished 
work of the Fair Housing Act. We brought together 7 of the nation’s leading civil rights 
experts for two compelling panels. Panelists included: 

• Wade Henderson, University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School 
of Law 

• Elizabeth Jennings, National Disability Institute 
• Nikitra Bailey, Center for Responsible Lending 

http://fhact50.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Supporters_Access-to-Credit-Forum.pdf


 
 

 

• Vanita Gupta, Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 
• Kristen Clarke, Lawyers Committee 
• Dory Rand, Woodstock Institute 
• Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP-Legal Defense Fund 
• Lisa Rice, National Fair Housing Alliance 

 
FHAct50 National Conference 
 
The FHAct50 National Conference was the crowning event of the year, bringing together 
392 thought leaders and experts on civil and human rights, housing, lending, insurance, 
education, transportation, health, environmental justice, and community development to 
commemorate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and examine achievements made 
under the Fair Housing Act. The convening also allowed participants to chart out future 
strategies to ensure that the statute will continue to be, in the words of President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, the “unchallenged law of this land” and the “American way of life.”  The event 
was  entitled “The Fair Housing Act 50th Anniversary Conference:  Making Every 
Neighborhood a Place of Opportunity” and was held on June 10-12 at the Grand Hyatt in 
Washington, DC.  Special speakers for the conference included: 

• George Lipsitz, UC-Santa Barbara 
• Nikole Hannah-Jones, award-winning journalist from the New York Times and 

MacArthur Fellow 
• Diane Yentel, President & CEO, National Low Income Housing Coalition 
• Alanna McCargo (current President of Ginnie Mae) 
• Julia Gordon (current FHA Commissioner) 
• Lisa Rice, President & CEO of NFHA 

Award winning poets Clint Smith, 
Pages Matam, Joseph Green, and 
Rachel Gleason gave spoken word 
performances.  We presented Civil 
Rights icon Congressman John 
Lewis; Relman, Dane & Colfax, LLP; 
and Shanna Smith with NFHA’s 
highest honor, The Mondale-Brooke 
Award, at the Awards Luncheon. 
The National Conference featured 
20 dynamic plenaries, interactive 
workshops, performances, and 
special sessions including an 
impressive exhibit by Bernard J. 

Nikole Hannah-Jones provides the Keynote Address to the FHAct50 
National Conference Making Every Neighborhood a Place of Opportunity. 

(Monday, June 11, 2018) 
 

http://fhact50.org/events/nfha-national-conference/


 
 

 

Kleina featuring photographs of iconic civil rights leaders and chronicling some of the 
most important events in civil rights history. Mr. Kleina is believed to have photographed 
the first in-color pictures of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.    
 
Civil Rights Road Trip 
 
Twenty-seven people participated in the Civil Rights Road Trip, a tour of some of the most 
iconic civil rights landmarks in the United States.  NFHA partnered with the Montgomery 
County, Maryland Office of Human Rights to host the excursion.  Below are highlights 
from the trip. 

• 10 cities 
• 7 states 
• 41 iconic civil rights landmarks 
• 28 speakers 
• 30 attendees 
• Gift Bag Contents: State Farm umbrella, Nationwide roll-up organizer, NFHA 

branded tote, NFHA branded rain poncho, and other items. 
• The generous support of our sponsors subsidized costs for attendees 
 

Civil Rights Youth Camp 
 
Civil Rights Youth Camp  In December of 2018, the Montgomery County (Maryland) Office 
of Human Rights held a Human Rights and Diversity Camp for elementary school fifth 
grade students to promote diversity and to combat all forms of discrimination that act as 
social and cultural barriers to the students.  Students from diverse racial, cultural, 
religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds came together for a shared weekend 
experience in interracial and intercultural understanding, and gained exposure to diversity 
concepts and other cultural competencies. 
 
600 youth have participated in these camps, with 40 attending in 2018. NFHA led a fair 
housing session in addition to other activities.  Students also participated in a fair housing 
poster contest with winners selected by the Montgomery County Human Rights 
Commission. 
 
Keys Unlock Dreams Initiative 
 
Originally, NFHA proposed to host a series of Regional Credit Access and Housing 
Forums as a part of the FHAct50 events. However, due to budget constraints, these 
forums were moved under the new Keys Unlock Dreams Initiative.  To date, NFHA has 

https://keys.nationalfairhousing.org/


 
 

 

conducted and/or participated in 70 events with a total of 11,000 people attending the 
events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

50th Anniversary Council Members 
 

Honorary Chair 
 
Honorable Walter F. Mondale, Former Vice President of the United States and co-author 
of the Fair Housing Act  
 

Co-Chairs 
 

Gale King, Executive Vice President and Chief Administrative Officer, Nationwide 
Natalie Abatemarco, Managing Director, CitiGroup  
 

Members 
 

Anita Shafer Aaron, Executive Director, World Institute on Disability 
Gary Acosta, Co-Founder and CEO, National Association of Hispanic Real Estate 
Professionals  
Phil Bracken, Chief Policy Officer, Radian Guaranty Inc.  
Barrett Burns, President & CEO, VantageScore Solutions  
Naomi Camper, Managing Director, Head of Office of Nonprofit Engagement, JPMorgan 
Chase  
Henry Cisneros, Chairman, CityView  
Wade Davis, Jr., Former NFL Player and CEO, YouCanPlay 
Wade Henderson, Former President & CEO, The Leadership Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights  
Jeffrey Hicks, President-Elect, National Association of Real Estate Brokers 
Jimmy Kemp, President & CEO, Jack Kemp Foundation  
Lois Johnson, President & CEO, United Security Financial Corp.  
Jeff Markowitz, Senior Vice President, Freddie Mac 
Tim McFadden, Senior Vice President, State Farm  
Son Nguyen, President, VAREP  
Jim Park, Chairman Emeritus, AREAA  
Errol Samuelson, Chief Industry Development Officer, Zillow Group 
Faith Schwartz, Principal, Housing Finance System Strategies, LLC  
Michael Spanos, President, AG Spanos Companies  
David Stevens, President & CEO, Mortgage Bankers Association  
Debra Still, Chairman, Pulte Mortgage  
Sarah Rosen Wartell, President, Urban Institute  
Mark Zandi, Chief Economist, Moody’s 



 
 

 

50th Anniversary Sponsors 
 
Principal Sponsors 
 

 
 
Diamond Sponsors 

 
Gold Sponsor 
 

 
Ruby Sponsor 
 

 
Silver Sponsors  
 

 



 
 

 

Emerald Sponsors 
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